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“There   is   more   treasure   in   books   than   in   all   the   pirate’s   loot   on   Treasure   Island.”   -    Walt   Disney   
 
 
 
Dear   Rising   5th   Grader,  
 
I   look   forward   to   being   your   Language   Arts   teacher   for   the   2020-2021   school   year.  
 
For   summer   reading,   I   have   chosen   books   from   a   variety   of   genres   in   hopes   that   you   will   find   one   that  
you   will   enjoy.   There   is   no   need   to   keep   a   reading   log   this   summer.   I   do   ask   that   you   invest   quality   time  
reading   on   a   regular   basis.   Turn   off   your   electronics,   relax   your   brain,   and   allow   yourself   to   focus   on  
nothing   but   the   book   in   your   hand.   You   will   discover   that   you   can   read   more   quickly   and   with   increased  
understanding   if   you   read   for   longer   periods   of   time.  
 
The   summer   requirement   is   only   one   book   report,   but   I   expect   you   to   read   more   than   just   one   book.   Find  
a   place   and   a   time,   and   just   read!   

 
Harry   Potter   author   J.K.   Rowling   says,   “If   you   don’t   like   to   read,   you   haven’t   found   the   right   book.”   Take  
time   to   discover   the   right   books   for   you   this   summer.   Ask   for   help   if   you   are   struggling   to   make   a   choice.  
I   am   an   email   away,   and   I   can   make   suggestions.  
 
5th   Grade   will   be   a   great   year   for   the   HDS   Class   of   2024!  
 
Enjoy   your   summer!!  
 
Blessings,  
 
 
 
Mrs.   Patty   Tucker  
5th   Grade  
English   Language   Arts   
Hancock   Day   School  
ptucker@hancockdayschool.org  
   

mailto:ptucker@hancockdayschool.org


Choose    ONE    of   the   following   books   to   enjoy   reading   over   the   summer.   Use   the   attached   outline   to   write  
your   thoughts   about   the   book.  
 
Action/Adventure  
Hatchet    by   Gary   Paulsen  
Hatchet    is   a   book   about   a   13   year   old   boy   whose   parents   are   divorced.   Just   because   of   a   secret.   One   day   he   was   flying   on  
a   plain   to   see   his   dad.   The   next   thing   you   know   the   plane   crashes   into   a   weird   shaped   looking   lake.   He   is   stuck   on   a  
stranded   island   and   trying   to   survive   and   get   back   to   his   dad.  
 
Realistic   Fiction  
Wish    by   Barbara   O’Connor  
Eleven-year-old   Charlie   Reese   has   been   making   the   same   secret   wish   every   day   since   fourth   grade.   She   even   has   a   list   of   all  
the   ways   there   are   to   make   the   wish,   such   as   cutting   off   the   pointed   end   of   a   slice   of   pie   and   wishing   on   it   as   she   takes   the   last  
bite.   But   when   she   is   sent   to   the   Blue   Ridge   Mountains   of   North   Carolina   to   live   with   family   she   barely   knows,   it   seems  
unlikely   that   her   wish   will   ever   come   true.   That   is   until   she   meets   Wishbone,   a   skinny   stray   dog   who   captures   her   heart,   and  
Howard,   a   neighbor   boy   who   proves   surprising   in   lots   of   ways.   Suddenly   Charlie   is   in   serious   danger   of   discovering   that   what  
she   thought   she   wanted   may   not   be   what   she   needs   at   all.  
 
Mystery/Adventure  
Framed    by   James   Ponti  
So   you’re   only   halfway   through   your   homework   and   the   Director   of   the   FBI   keeps   texting   you   for   help…What   do   you   do?   Save  
your   grade?   Or   save   the   country?If   you’re   Florian   Bates,   you   figure   out   a   way   to   do   both.   Florian   is   twelve   years   old   and   has  
just   moved   to   Washington.   He’s   learning   his   way   around   using   TOAST,   which   stands   for   the    Theory   of   All   Small   Things .   It’s   a  
technique   he   invented   to   solve   life’s   little   mysteries   such   as:   where   to   sit   on   the   first   day   of   school,   or   which   Chinese  
restaurant   has   the   best   egg   rolls.   But   when   he   teaches   it   to   his   new   friend   Margaret,   they   uncover   a   mystery   that   isn’t   little.   In  
fact,   it’s   HUGE,   and   it   involves   the   National   Gallery,   the   FBI,   and   a   notorious   crime   syndicate   known   as   EEL.  
Can   Florian   decipher   the   clues    and    finish   his   homework   in   time   to   help   the   FBI   solve   the   case?  
 
Historical   Fiction  
Turn   Homeward,   Hannalee    by   Patricia   Beatty  
During   the   final   days   of   the   Civil   War,   12-year-old   Hannalee   was   among   2,000   Georgia   textile   workers   shipped   north   by   the  
Union   Army   to   work   in   Yankee   mills.   Can   she   make   her   way   home   to   her   family?   This   novel,   based   on   historical   events,  
reveals   a   little-known   side   of   our   most   significant   American   conflict.  

 
The   Mostly   True   Adventures   of   Homer   Figg    by   Rodman   Philbrick  
In   this   emotive,   Newbery   Honor-winning   page-turner,   12   year-old   orphan   Homer   runs   away   from   Pine   Swamp,  
Maine,   to   find   his   older   brother,   Harold,   who   has   been   sold   into   the   Union   Army.   With   laugh-aloud   humor,  
Homer   outwits   and   outruns   a   colorful   assortment   of   Civil   War-era   thieves,   scallywags,   and   spies   as   he   makes   his  
way   south,   following   clues   that   finally   lead   him   to   the   Battle   of   Gettysburg   and   the   dramatic   story   of   the   20th  
Maine   at   Little   Round   Top.   Even   through   a   hail   of   gunfire,   Homer   never   loses   heart--but   will   he   find   his   brother?  
Or   will   it   be   too   late?  
 
Fantasy  
The   Phantom   Tollbooth    by   Norton   Juster   
The   Phantom   Tollbooth    begins   by   introducing   Milo,   a   young   boy,   bored   by   life,   who   has   no   interest   or   motivation   to   learn   or  
do   anything.   He   notices   a   mysterious   package   in   his   room   containing   a   tollbooth   and   a   map.   Deciding   he   has   nothing   better   to  
do,   he   builds   the   tollbooth,   climbs   into   his   toy   car,   and   drives   through.   Milo   immediately   finds   himself   driving   along   a  
mysterious   road   in   a   strange   environment.   Before   long,   he   comes   to   Dictionopolis,   a   strange   city   inhabited   by   King   Azaz,   and  
citizens   who   have   a   fascination   with   words.  



5th   Grade   Summer   Book   Report  

Use   the   following   guide   to   help   you   outline   a   book   report.   This   report   must   contain   5   strong   paragraphs  

and   should   be   handwritten   on   notebook   paper.   Please   be   sure   that   you   indent   every   paragraph   and  

write   well   constructed   sentences.   This   report   should   be   turned   in   on   the   first   day   of   school   in   August.  

I .   Introductory   Paragraph  

This   paragraph   should   include   the   title   and   author   of   the   book   you   read   and   the   reason   you   chose  
this   book.   

2.   The   Setting   

Describe   the   setting   of   the   story.   The   time   and   place   the   story   occurs.  

3.   Characters   

Describe   the   main   characters   in   the   story.   What   is   the   character   like?   What   does   he/she   look  
like?   What   is   his/her   personality   like?  

4.   The   Plot   

Begin   to   retell   the   main   parts   of   the   story.   Identify   three   importants   things   that   happen   in   the   story  
-   one   at   the   beginning,   middle,   and   close   to   the   end   -   and   tell   about   the   problem   the   main  
character/s   is   facing.  

5.   Conclusion  

Leave   the   reader   of   your   report   hanging   a   little   as   you   share   the   climax   of   the   story.   Don’t   tell  
everything.   You   may   even   end   your   report   with   a   question.  

 

See   the   example   report   on    Tuck   Everlasting    to   help   you   with   the   book   report   expectation.  

Book   Trailers   from   Mrs.   Hill  

Framed!   A   T.O.A.S.T.   Mystery   by   James   Ponti   Book   Trailer  
Turn   Homeward,   Hannalee   by   Patricia   Beatty    Book   Trailer   
The   Mostly   True   Adventures   of   Homer   P.   Figg   by   Rodman   Philbrick   Book   Trailer  
The   Phantom   Tollbooth   by   Norton   Juster   Book   Trailer  
Hatchet   by   Gary   Paulsen   Official   Book   Trailer  
Wish   by   Barbara   O'Connor   Book   Trailer  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUI0duNPWzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNvMqZXChZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dg0xHxvUddo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nwr8bC523-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwuIto3zPSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-MgvFwVpvc


Tuck   Everlasting  

Recently,   I   read   the   book    Tuck   Everlasting    by   Natalie   Babbitt.   I   read   this   book   for   the   first   time   in  

a   children’s   literature   class   at   The   University   of   Georgia.   I   enjoyed   reading   it   together   with   my   class  

during   Remote   Learning   this   spring.    Tuck   Everlasting    is   fantasy.   It   was   written   in   1975.   It   is   a   Newberry  

Honor   Award   winner   and   was   nominated   for   several   other   awards.   It   has   been   made   into   a   movie   which  

portrays   the   story   quite   differently   from   the   book.  

The   story   takes   place   during   the   month   of   August   in   the   late   1800s   in   the   woods   outside   of   a  

small   town.   The   author   compares   the   first   week   of   August   to   the   top   of   a   ferris   wheel   because   it   is   the  

high   point   of   summer.   When   I   think   of   the   first   week   of   August,   I   think   ‘back   to   school’   so   this   is   a  

reminder   that   things   were   different   in   the   late   1800s.   The   Treegap   woods   are   owned   by   the   Foster  

family.   The   Fosters   live   in   a   cottage   outside   the   woods.   The   cottage   is   described   as   having   a  

“touch-me-not   appearance”   with   an   iron   fence   around   it.   It   doesn’t   sound   like   a   very   friendly   and  

welcoming   place.   

Winnie   Foster,   a   young   girl,   is   the   main   character   in   the   story.   Winnie   seems   to   be   lonely   because  

she   is   outside   talking   to   a   toad   about   how   she   longs   for   her   life   to   be   more   interesting.   Winnie   has   no  

idea   that   not   far   from   her   home   in   Treegap   lives   a   very   unique   family.   A   stranger   in   a   yellow   suit   appears  

at   the   Foster’s   gate   looking   for   this   family,   but   the   Fosters   know   nothing   of   these   people   he   is   looking   for.   

Early   one   morning,   Winnie   decided   to   wander   into   the   woods.   She   was   curious   about   the   music  

she   had   heard   the   night   before.   In   the   woods,   she   met   a   boy   whose   name   was   Jesse.   They   laughed   and  

quickly   became   friends.   Winnie   had   seen   Jesse   drinking   from   a   spring,   but   when   she   knelt   to   drink   from  

it   herself,   she   was   thrown   onto   a   horse   and   quickly   taken   away.   Winnie   had   no   idea   what   was  

happening,   but   she   was   being   kidnapped   by   the   Tuck   family.   It   is   here   that   she   meets   Mae   and   Angus  

Tuck   and   their   sons,   Miles   and   Jesse.   She   has   no   idea   that   each   member   of   this   family   is   well   over   100  

years   old.  

The   Tucks   indeed   had   kidnapped   Winnie   and   shared   with   her   the   secret   of   the   spring.   Winnie  

enjoyed   her   time   with   the   Tucks.   The   town   Constible   was   led   to   the   Tuck’s   home   by   the   stranger   in   the  

yellow   suit.   He   was   looking   for   Winnie.   When   he   got   there,   he   saw   that   the   stranger   in   the   yellow   suit  

was   hurt   and   that   Winnie   was   not.   He   quickly   took   Mae   Tuck   away   to   the   town   jail   and   Winnie   back  

home   to   her   family.   Can   the   Tuck   family   get   Mae   out   of   jail?   Will   Winnie   drink   the   water   that   will   allow  

her   to   live   forever   and   marry   Jesse   Tuck?   Will   Winnie’s   family   ever   allow   her   to   explore   the   woods  

again?   Read   the   book   and   find   out   for   yourself.  



 


