
2020-2021 7th Grade Summer Reading 
 

My Lovely 7th Graders,  

              Are you so excited?! I know I am! Starting a new chapter (Ha.Ha.) in life can be full of new  

opportunities and adventures! Next year, there will be three sections of English Language Arts, and you 

will be in my class! I am Mrs. Boyer, I have three children, a bonus daughter, Annabel, a son, Ryder, and 

my daughter, Aurora Jane. We live in Richmond Hill, and we have a reptile room in our bonus room! My  

favorite food is a tie between Asian dumplings and chips and salsa! I love teaching, but I am also the HDS  

Theatre Co-Director. I am so very excited about next year, and I can’t wait to laugh and learn with you for 

the 2020-2021 school year! 

 

             This summer, you will read TWO engaging and modern novels: Ghost by Jason Reynolds and 

Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai. Both of these novels are full of heart, family relationships, and 

conversations about identity. They’ll keep you wanting to turn the page all summer! Books may be 

purchased on Amazon.com, at our local Barnes and Noble, or through Kindle.  

 

              For your summer reading novels, you’ll complete a One-Pager project. On the page below, you’ll 

find a list of detailed directions for your project. Read it carefully to make sure you’ve completed all pieces 

and parts of the assignment. This is a project grade and NOT something you can throw together last 

minute. While the novels chosen for you are not long, it is important you pace yourself throughout the 

summer so you finish your assignment in a timely manner. DO NOT just give surface-level information. I 

would suggest annotating/writing notes in the margins/writing Post-It summaries every chapter/section.  

This project should demonstrate your critical thinking skills and show an in-depth analysis of the novels.  

 
 

Projects are due the first day of school! 

If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding summer reading, please don’t hesitate to contact me via e-mail 

at oboyer@hancockdayschool.org; I am happy to assist in any way possible! I will also be available via Zoom if 

necessary, just shoot me an email at least 24 hours in advance. I hope you and your family have a beautiful 

summer, and I cannot wait to see you in August! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Boyer 

mailto:oboyer@hancockdayschool.org


 

One Pager Project Directions 

All work must be only on one side of the poster/triptych. Your poster board should be divided into three sections 
                    Right Side: Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
                    Middle: Similarities  
                    Left Side: Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 

For each novel on both the left and right side, complete the following:  
 
_____ 1. On each side, write the title and author of the novel. You may design and decorate this however  
               you choose.  
 
_____ 2. Start with a border for each side that reflects a major symbol in the novel.  
 
_____ 3. Write TWO MEANINGFUL quotes for each novel on the appropriate side. Remember,  you  
               must cite your quote with the author’s last name and the page number. Ex: “The moon was  
               beautiful and bright in the sky” (Boyer, 145).  
 
_____ 4. Include your analysis of the quotes (explain their importance/meaning) and explain their  
               relevance to the story.  
 
_____ 5. Draw TWO visual images for each novel. These could be a character or a moment from a scene.  
               You may also choose to draw symbols that convey an idea about the novel.  
 
_____ 6. Underneath each image, EXPLAIN what you drew and its connection to the novel. 
 
_____ 7. Write a poem about each novel, a character, or the theme. If this is particularly  
               challenging you may choose to compose an acrostic poem.  
 
_____ 8. Personally connect to the novel with an "I believe" statement. This could be anything you  
               believe after you have completed reading the novel.  
 

In the middle of your poster board/triptych, you will show the similarities between the two novels 
 

_____ 1. Explain ONE theme each novel shares. Write how this theme is displayed in each novel.  
 
_____ 2. Draw a picture of the main character from each novel and make five bullet points of how they  
are similar 
 
_____ 3. Draw a picture to represent the internal conflict each character from the novel faces. 
 



_____ 4. Underneath the drawing of the internal conflict, explain the conflict and how each character  
               overcomes their struggle.  
 

IMPORTANT FOR ENTIRE PROJECT:  
 

Your One-Pager should be colorful and neat. Your entire page should be filled with these elements. No 
space should be left blank, and nothing should be left in pencil.  
 
Grammar and spelling should be accurate.  
 
Ex.  

 

 
 



 
One Pager Rubric 

  

Formatting The project follows the appropriate layout. 
 
The project is on a poster board or a triptych. 
 
The project takes up the entire board.  

 
 
__________/15 points 

Analysis  The project shows a deep and analytical 
understanding of the novels. 
 
The project gives an in-depth look at all 
aspects required. 
 
The images are relevant and reflect an 
understanding of the characters, conflict, 
theme, and symbols.  
 
Explanations are detailed and thorough.  

 
 
 
 
__________/40 points 

Neatness Project is neat and presentable. 
 
There is a clear distinction between each 
novel.  
 
Effort is obvious. Time was well spent. 

 
 
 
__________/20 points 



Grammar  Project is treated seriously, using formal 
language. Challenging vocabulary is evident. 
 
All sentences are complete, accurate, and 
clear. Use of a variation of sentences is 
evident.  
 
Punctuation and capitalization are correct.  

 
 
 
__________/25 points 

 
  

 Total: ______________________/100 points 


