
Hancock Day School 8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Google Classroom Code: 55jemhb 

Welcome to 8th grade English Language Arts!  This summer you are responsible for reading two books. 
The mixture of fiction and nonfiction texts is designed to help you prepare for ideas you will see in a variety of 
classes in the year ahead.  The assignment that accompanies these texts will count as a part of your grade for the 
first trimester in English Language Arts. 
 
Required Reading for Everyone:  
 

1. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Fahrenheit 451 is a dystopian novel by American writer Ray Bradbury, published in 1953.  The novel 
presents a future American society where books are outlawed and "firemen" burn any that are found. 
That's the job of one Guy Montag, but he begins to question his role as he comes into contact with a 
teenager who reads secretly. Montag soon becomes a criminal reader of smuggled books. 
 
Below are included materials which will be posted in GC for you to utilize as you read/work on the 
written assignment.  
 
Summer Reading Resources:  
Plot Summary/Reading Guide 

Video Explanation (by Mrs. Boyer) 
Movie Trailer 

 
2. Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen  

Pride & Prejudice is a classic novel by Jane Austen, an innovative female writer for her time. Written in 
1813, this is a novel about the five Bennet daughters. At this time, it was extremely important for a 
woman to marry ‘up’, meaning that she married for higher social status so that she would be taken care 
of for life. As a family with five daughters, the Bennet parents were very concerned with marrying off 
their daughters before the age of ‘spinsterhood’ (undateable; too old). This novel tells the story of all 
five of the daughters and their dealings with love. Although there are a few plot lines underway, the 
main character discussed is Elizabeth Bennet and her relationship with Mr. Darcy.  
 
Think Outer Banks...but in 1813...and John B is Elizabeth and Sarah is Mr. Darcy.  
 
Below are included materials which will be posted in GC for you to utilize as you read/work on the 
creative assignment. 

 
Summer Reading Resources:  
Plot Summary/Reading Guide 
Plot Summary Video (from Youtube) 

Video Explanation (by Mrs. Boyer) 
Movie Trailer 
Soundtrack 

 



 
 

In addition to reading the two books, you are also required to write an essay over Fahrenheit 451 and 
create a One Pager poster over Pride & Prejudice.  The essay will be collected on the first day of school and 
will count as our first grade of the trimester.  Also, we will be discussing the novel for the first three weeks of 
school as a part of our first mini-Unit of the trimester (you will be tested/quizzed on the novel during that 
time). We will also be discussing the One Pager during the first week of school.  

Students should purchase physical copies of all two of the summer reading books so that they may 
highlight and annotate the texts while reading. Please write your name on each novel.  

Students will be graded for their annotation throughout their 8th grade year. See the annotation guide on 
page three.  

If you have questions or concerns over the summer, I am available via email at 
oboyer@hancockdayschool.org. I will also be available in our Google Classroom portal, but please be patient 
with me. :) Lastly, I will be available via Zoom if you need me; however, students must give me at least 24 
hours notice.  

I hope that you enjoy the reading assignments, and I look forward to seeing you in August! 

Mrs. Boyer 

 

 

mailto:oboyer@hancockdayschool.org
mailto:eoconnor@hancockdayschool.org


 



 

Fahrenheit 451 Essay Assignment 
  

Directions: Write a four paragraph essay on Fahrenheit 451.  Choose ONE out of the three questions and 
prepare a detailed outline with quotations from the book to support your argument.  

1. Ray Bradbury wrote the novel during the height of the Cold War in the 1950s. The main themes in the novel 
acted as a warning to society at the time it was written. Write an essay about how the novel can still be used as a 
warning to people in America today. Hint – be sure to mention what the novel is warning against and how. 

 

2. In developing your essay examine the main theme of the book: What is the value and meaning of a free 
society? While there are some risks in living in a free society, the threat of a society that suppresses freedom is 
the very possibility of being truly human.) Using your knowledge of political systems explain how the concept 
of government is the key to creating a free or suppressed people. 

 

3. Think about the term censorship and apply it to the following two questions: What is the importance of 
education in society? How can ignorance affect a society’s foundation? How can censorship hinder a society?  

 

Once you have chosen a topic, develop it into a thesis statement. Remember that you are formulating a 
“theory” about the novel that you will have to “prove” with reasons and examples in your body 
paragraphs. 

 

Example Thesis Statements: 

In Fahrenheit 451, censorship causes a loss of societal growth, individual thought, and personal happiness. 

  

In Fahrenheit 451, the society loses its power and purpose because individuals lose their ability to live a full life 
involving relationships, meaningful activities, and rich ideas. 

YOU MAY EMAIL ME YOUR THESIS FOR ADVICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE. :) 

 When you have developed a workable thesis, turn to the packet for some prewriting: 

 

 



YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO USE PERSONAL/SECOND PERSON PRONOUNS FOR THIS ESSAY!!! 

YOU HAVE YOUR OWN COPY OF THIS IN GOOGLE CLASSROOM. YOU MUST TURN THIS IN WITH YOUR 
ESSAY.  

Fahrenheit 451 Prewriting Packet 
Directions: When writing, follow this format EXACTLY. Include transitions, creative discussion, and 
challenging vocabulary.  

I. Organize your prewriting according to your thesis. 

             A. Thesis:   Formulate your thesis by addressing the question in your selected essay topic. 

 

 

II. Introduction Paragraph 

 A. The first paragraph of your essay is demonstrating your basic knowledge of the topic on which you will be 
writing. 

1. Provide a brief background of what you will be discussing and why.  It’s a good idea to give a 1-2 sentence 
summary of the book here, along with some commentary about the author and the history behind the time 
period in which the novel was written.  

 

 

 2. Set the mood or the tone of your essay in the introduction so the reader knows what to expect. (Discussion 
continued. How do you know how the author feels about the content? Discuss the prompt here.) 

 

 

3. End your introduction with your thesis statement. (Very specific. This is the foundation of your paper.) 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/thesis-statements/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/thesis-statements/


 

III. You will need TWO supporting sub topics to prove your thesis.  (These two sub topics are 
the two body paragraphs.) (Subtopics are IDEAS...so TWO IDEAS about your thesis.) 

A.______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 B.______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 IV. When writing a body paragraph make sure to: 

A. Highlight each body paragraph topic. (Not literally, metaphorically with your discussion) 

B.  Include quotes and page numbers. “Ahdjahsdkhs” (Author, #).  

C. You must include at least two examples/point for each body paragraph sub topic (this = 4 (or 
more) examples total!) 

V. Example Body Paragraph: 

 A. Sub Topic 1 

 1. Supporting Example 1 

 2. Quote Supporting Example 1 

 3. Reason/Rational of how the quote supports the example. 

 4. Supporting Example 2 

5. Quote Supporting Example 2 

6 Reason/Rational of how the quote supports the example. 

7. How do both of these examples help prove the sub point validates the thesis? 

8. Transition from Sub topic A to Sub Topic B. 

 B. Please follow this format when preparing your outline. 

 C. You will need two body paragraphs that follow the example above. 

  

VI. Conclusion Paragraph. 

 A. In this paragraph the FIRST thing you must do is remind the reader of your thesis. 



B. To review what you have covered throughout your essay, restate your thesis backwards by 
stating your how sub topics prove the thesis to be valid. 

C. Example thesis from introduction:  In Fahrenheit 451, the society loses its power and purpose 
because individuals lose their ability to live a full life involving relationships, meaningful activities, and 
rich ideas. 

D. Example Re-stated thesis from conclusion:  The character’s lack of  ability to live a full life 
involving relationships, meaningful activities, and rich ideas within Fahrenheit 451 leads the society to 
lose its power and purpose. 

E.  LEAVE THE READER WITH SOMETHING TO CONTINUE THINKING ABOUT 
AFTER YOU RESTATE YOUR THESIS THAT IS IN KEEPING WITH THE TOPIC. 

The document should be typed in MLA format (Times New Roman Font, 12 pt sizing, 1 inch margins, double 
spaced, page numbers at the top right corner, and a proper heading- full name, date, teacher, and class, along 
with  A CLEVER TITLE).  
 
 

Do your best! Summer Reading is for me to see what your students know, 
and what they can do on their own.  

 
I know that you are all VERY LITERAL students; therefore, if you follow 
this format very literally, it should be very easy for you to complete your 

assignment. :)  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fahrenheit 451 Essay Rubric 
 
 
20%-- IDEAS:  The degree to which the writer identifies and supports a specific thesis statement with details 
and examples from the novel.  Each body paragraph should contain at least two supporting details from the 
novel (can be a direct quote, summary, or paraphrase).  COMPONENTS:  Controlling idea/focus, supporting 
details, detail of relevance, and sense of completeness 
No Command Sufficient Control   Full Command 
   0 5 10 15 20 
 
 
20%-- ORGANIZATION:  The degree to which the writer’s ideas are arranged in a clear order that follows 
the thesis statement established in the introductory paragraph.  COMPONENTS:  introductory paragraph with 
thesis statement, first point, second point, third point, and conclusion 
No Command Sufficient Control Full Command  
0 5 10 15 20 
 
 
20%-- STYLE:  The degree to which the writer controls his/her language to engage the reader. 
COMPONENTS:  Word choice, audience awareness, sentence variety, voice 
No Command Sufficient Control Full Command  
0 5 10 15 20 

 
 
20%-- CONVENTIONS:  The degree to which the writer demonstrates control of sentence formation, usage 
and mechanics.  
No Command Sufficient Control   Full Command  
0 5 10 15 20 

 
 
20%-- WRITING PROCESS:  The degree to which the writer demonstrates mastery of the writing process. 
Components—Prewrite, rough draft (with evidence of revision), final draft    *ALL parts of the writing process 
must be submitted in order to obtain full credit. 
No Command Sufficient Control Full Command  
0 5 10 15 20 

 
 
 
 

TOTAL SCORE:______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pride & Prejudice Creative Assignment 
For Pride & Prejudice you’ll complete a One-Pager project. On the page below, you’ll 

find a list of detailed directions for your project. Read it carefully to make sure you’ve completed all pieces 

and parts of the assignment. This is a project grade and NOT something you can throw together last 

minute. While the novels chosen for you are not long, it is important you pace yourself throughout the 

summer so you finish your assignment in a timely manner. DO NOT just give surface-level information. I 

would suggest annotating/writing notes in the margins/writing Post-It summaries for every chapter/section.  

This project should demonstrate your critical thinking skills and show an in-depth analysis of the novels.  

 

One Pager Project Directions 

All work must be only on one side of the poster/triptych. Your poster board should be divided into three sections 
                    Right Side: Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen (novel)  
                    Middle: Similarities  
                    Left Side: Pride & Prejudice, 2005 Film, Directed by Joe Wright 

For each work, on both the left and right side, complete the following:  
Work=Novel/Film 
 
_____ 1. On each side, write the title and author/director of the work. You may design and decorate this however  
               you choose.  
 
_____ 2. Write TWO MEANINGFUL quotes for each work on the appropriate side. Think about quotes that stuck out to 
you from the novel versus the film. Remember,  you must cite your quote from the novel with the author’s last name and 
the page number, and from the screenwriter in regards to the film and the year it was released.  
Ex: “The moon was beautiful and bright in the sky” (Boyer, 145). “The moon was bright” (Wright, 2005). 
 
_____ 3. Include your analysis of the quotes (explain their importance/meaning) and explain their  
               relevance to the story line.  
 
_____ 4. Draw TWO visual images for each work. These could be a character or a moment from a scene.  
 You may also choose to draw symbols that convey an idea about the story. Perhaps there is a symbol that is more 
relevant/clear in the novel versus the film or vice versa.  
 
_____ 5. Underneath each image, EXPLAIN what you drew and its connection to the work. 
 
______ 6. One event that really caught your attention in the novel versus the film (and vice versa on the film side).  
 

 
In the middle of your poster board/triptych, you will show the similarities between the two works. 

 
_____ 1. Explain TWO themes the works share. Write how these themes are displayed in each work.  
 



_____ 2. Draw a picture of the main character from each work and make five bullet points of how they  
are similar. 
 
_____ 3. Draw a picture to represent the internal conflict TWO different characters face. 
 
_____ 4. Underneath the drawing of the internal conflict, explain the conflict and how each character  
               overcomes their struggle.  
 
_____ 5. Write a poem about the story line in the middle section. It can be about a character or the theme, etc. If this is 
particularly challenging you may choose to compose an acrostic poem.  
 
_____ 6. Personally connect to the works with an "I believe" statement. This could be anything you  
               believe after you have completed reading the novel/watching the film.  
 
 
IMPORTANT FOR ENTIRE PROJECT:  
 
Your One-Pager should be colorful and neat. Your entire page should be filled with these elements. No space should be 

left blank, and nothing should be left in pencil.  
 

Contents on the poster are CLEARLY labeled with the corresponding number on the 
checklist. 

 
Grammar and spelling should be accurate.  

 
Ex.  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



One Pager Rubric 
  

Formatting The project follows the appropriate layout. 
 
The project is on a poster board or a 
triptych. 
 
The project takes up the entire board.  
 
Contents are CLEARLY labeled with the 
corresponding number on the checklist.  

 
 
__________/15 
points 

Analysis  The project shows a deep and analytical 
understanding of the works. 
 
The project gives an in-depth look at all 
aspects required. 
 
The images are relevant and reflect an 
understanding of the characters, conflict, 
theme, and symbols.  
 
Explanations are detailed and thorough.  

 
 
 
 
__________/40 
points 

Neatness Project is neat and presentable. 
 
There is a clear distinction between each 
novel.  
 
Effort is obvious. Time was well spent. 

 
 
 
__________/20 
points 

Grammar  Project is treated seriously, using formal 
language. Challenging vocabulary is 
evident. 
 
All sentences are complete, accurate, and 
clear. Use of a variation of sentences is 
evident.  
 
Punctuation and capitalization are correct.  

 
 
 
__________/25 
points 

 
  
 Total: ______________________/100 points 
 

 



 

 
 


